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Matt Smith, Citizen Sci-
ence Coordinator for the Bird
Conservancy of the Rockies,
will present materials on the
natural history of Bald Ea-
gles and their status in Colo-
rado. Emphasis will be
placed on nesting behavior,
and the conservation chal-
lenges bald eagles face in the
increasingly developed Colo-
rado Front Range Region.

Matt earned h
degree in environmental sci-
ence from the University of

. Bald Eagle by Nick Komar.
South Florida, and began work
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falconer.

Join us on Sept.

mainly on colonial water-
birds and shorebirds, such
as the Reddish Egret and
American Oystercatcher.
Prior to joining the Bird
Conservancy of the Rock-
ies, Matt was managing a
Bald Eagle nest monitoring
program for the Audubon
Center for Birds of Prey.
Matt is an avid out-
doorsman and a licensed

8 at the

Fort Collins Senior Center

to learn more about

Bald Ea-

as a seasonal field technician with Audubon Florida gles in Colorado. This program is free and the public

while still in school. During that time he assisted with welcome!
a variety of research and conservation projects focused
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FCAS welcomes new National Audubon Society members by sending
complimentary copies of our newsletter for one month. We invite you to
join us at our monthly programs on the second Thursday of the month to
find out more about FCAS. National dues do not cover the cost of printing
and mailing the newsl etter, s oPtarrhi-
gan after the complimentary issue, please support your local chapter and
subscribe to the newsletter. See the details on the last page of the newslet-
ter or on our website at www.fortcollinsaudubon.org .
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Bald Eagle
by Nick Komar.

. rece


http://www.fortcollinsaudubon.org
http://www.fortcollinsaudubon.org

t NB a

08 W2KYy {KSy2({

Although the vast majority of our members
live in Fort Collins and Loveland, FCAS serves
members in quite a few smaller communities in
northern Colorado. One such example is the
town of Berthoud. We have recently embarked
on a new col |l
and Recreation Department to refresh and im-
prove the 11 -acre Hillsdale Park. When the
park was first created in 2006, FCAS provided a
oBirds of Hillsdale
this year we learned that there were no longer
any checklists at the park, and no information
about birds or birding. So this summer we cre-
ated new checklists, and with permission from
the town we will place the new checklists and
some educational information about identifying
common birds at a kiosk in the park. Knowing
that town resources are
even reached out to a Boy Scout troop to see if it
might be possible for volunteer scouts to spruce
up the kiosk and the trails in the park. Hopeful-
ly our members in Berthoud will see signs of
improvement this fall, and even more residents
of Berthoud might take an interest in birds. If
you live in one of the smaller communities
served by FCAS and you know of a similar op-
portunity, please let us know!
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FCAS CONTACTS
Audubon@fortnet.org
President and Field Trip Coordinator
John Shenot
970-682-2551
johnshenot@gmail.com
Vice President and Membership Chair
Liz Pruessner
970-484-4371
fortcollinsaudubonmembership@gmail.com
Program Chair
Jessie Meschievitz
jmesch@slbbi.com
970-686-1424
Newsletter Editor
Carol Jones
970-482-6295
cjones@cowisp.net
For other FCAS contacts visit
www.fortcollinsaudubon.org
Visit us on Facebook:
https://www.facebook.com/FortCollinsAudubonSociety
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Red -tailed Hawk at Bear Creek Lake Park,
City of Lakewood, CO.

Photo by Alex Avery.
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Angus Day Susan Peterson
Kim Dunlap Scott Peterson
John Freeseman Holmes Rolston
Margaret Grant James Shover
Julie Holding Austen Stone
Sally Lee Thomas Thomson
Connie Marvel Barbara Turnbull
Dani el J. OO0 Rogermeetkl
Jerry Partin Suzanne Yehle
Thank you for your membership! Your support
makes our programs and conservation efforts pos-
sible and helps us achieve our mission of connect-
ing people to the natural world.
FCAS Pocket Guide tojLoca
Il's available at the foll owing
organization with the sal es:
Wi | d Birds Janxl iMeirtceac t Mo
3636 S. College Ave COLORADO Ei ser
Ste. C L«
(970)2 2275 4540 6
Jax OutdoorJa&eaRarm &
1200 N. Coll ege JOO N.
(970)0 204 (970)2242801
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As a long time birder who has lived in Fort Collins as
well as overseas, | look for opportunities to widen my
birding horizons. Cuba is a country that has always in-
trigued me and it has 30 endemic species of birds. In
December, 2015, The Caribbean Conservation Trust

Cuban Toddy by David Dunwiddie.

helped me and a group travel to Cuba to take part in an
ongoing bird survey. The Trust has taken groups legally
into Cuba since the 1990s.We flew to Havana with a
humanitarian visa for a 12 -day stay, free to travel to
natural areas used in bird counts of previous years.

As soon as we stepped out of the alrport members of
our group . '
began to
count
birds, in-
cluding
the Cu-
ban
Crows.
Before
leaving
Havana,
we visited
the home
of Cuba's
famous
naturalist
and orni-
thologist,
Orlando Garrido. With field guides in hand, signed by
the author, we set off for one of the wildest UNESCO
biospheres, Guanahahcabibes National Park, on the fur-
thest western tip of Cuba.

From then on we began searching and tallying, from
before sunrise to after sunset, more than 160 species of
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Blue -headed Quail Dove by David Dunwiddie.
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birds, including almost all of the 30 endemic species.
The roads we traveled had some of the most interesting
sights: old cars, horse carts, horses and riders, goats,
bikers, walkers, locals selling garlic and chickens, and
plenty of birds were countable. As we drove the two
roads, swirls of Turkey Vultures caught the thermals.
Shrines and references to national heroes were as com-
mon as the Cattle Egrets.

Moving from place to place, we kept track of the
birds, meeting every evening to compare notes and tal-
ly what we saw.

We began to real-

ize that Cuba is

rich in biodiver-

sity. The number ¥
of endemic plant
and animal spe-
cies is said to be
as high as 40%;
there are over
350 recorded bird
species. In Gua-
nahahcabibes, we
saw the Bee Hum-
mingbird, but the
showiest birds
were a flock of
Spindalis, a color-
ful stripped -
headed tanager.
Bright migrant
warblers were eve-
rywhere, but also
the pretty Cuban Tody and the magnificent Cuban
Trogan in vermillion, violet blue, and iridescent green.
My favorite bird was the Great Lizard Cuckoo. We also
counted Cuban Grassquits, Yellow -faced Grassquits,
and Pygmy Owls.

In the Sierra de los Organos, we found the Cuban Soli-
taire, known as Cuba's best singer, and the Giant King-
bird. In Cienaga de Zapata National Park, we found the
Bare-legged Owl, Fernandina's flicker, the rare Zapata
Wren, and the pretty Zapata Sparrow. In other areas we
saw the Cuban Gnatcatcher, the Oriente Warbler, and
the Thick -billed Vireo. It is satisfying that the bird data
is shared with American and Cuban conservationists
cooperatively as part of an ongoing census of migratory
and endemic birds.

Cuba is certainly a country that is haunting in so
many ways. It will stir the emotions even after leaving
this beautiful island that has such remarkable flora and
fauna.
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Cuban Pygmy Owl and Cuban Emerald
Hummingbird by David Dunwiddie.
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In lieu of visiting Yellowstone National Park in early
September for the fourth consecutive year, | will find
solace by reminiscing via this article about my birding
experiences during those visits. If you are planning a
visit to Yellowstone National Park or would like to
peruse what birds you may encounter, the following is
a link to a checklist of birds you might see:  https://
Www.nps.gov/
yell/learn/
nature/upload/
¥ BirdCheck-

list2014.pdf .
Bird sighting
records have
' been kept in
Yellowstone Na-
tional Park
since its estab-
lishment in
1872. Please
note that use of
- audio bird calls
| is illegal in our
National Parks.

Trumpeter
~_ Swans, Ospreys,

~ and Bald Eagles
| were the stand-
Y out species of
the 20-plus spe-
cies usually ob-
served during
hiking. However,
Yellowstone has 285 documented species with roughly
150 species nesting in the park.

During the first visit in 2013, | saw a pair of Sandhill
Cranes flying over the Yellowstone River in which sev-
eral Trumpeter Swans were stirring up silt. My first
viewing of Old Faithful's eruption with the accompani-
ment of Mountain Bluebirds and a large American Bi-
son bull provided subject matter for me to create a
painting for an exhibition at the Community Creative
Center in Fort Collins.

In 2015, | saw Trumpeter Swans meticulously preen-
ing. Trumpeter Swans are full time park residents, and
are listed as uncommon. The Yellowstone National
Park website lists the Trumpeter Swan and the Com-
mon Loon as species of concern. Species of concern is a
rather loose term for species that might need concen-
trated conservation actions depending on population
health and types, and degree of threats.

| saw Ospreys every year at a nest on top of a jutting

-y (e |
Osprey nesting in the Grand Canyon of
Yellowstone by Carole Hossan.

Trumpeter Swans in the Yellowstone River by Carole Hossan.

rock in the Grand Canyon of the Yellowstone. Possibly
the remaining Ospreys were fledged adolescents whose
parents had moved on.

The Bald Eagle, like the Osprey, is in the common
category on the Yellowstone bird checklist; | saw them
on every visit. During a walk in 2015 along the shore of
Yellowstone Lake, | was treated to a long visit with an
immature Bald Eagle that was perched atop a tall tree
overlooking Lake Yellowstone.

A favorite bird-
ing moment from
last year occurred
at the West
Thumb Geyser
Basin: the weath-
er was cool,
cloudy, and
windy, which
seemed to drive
several Mountain
Bluebirds and a
small flock of
White -crowned
Sparrows into a
temporary state
of whirling der-
vish insanity.

A closing tip for
how to bird when
the weather is inclement: visit the Fishing Bridge Mu-
seum and Visitor Center! Inside this 1931 national park
rustic architectural gem, you will find specimens,
mounted by Carl Russell, of a variety of birds that may
be found in Yellowstone, and that hold perfectly still for
your photographs.

Immature Bald Eagle
by Carole Hossan.
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