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As birding popularity grew,
life -listing assumed a promi-
nent role in finding birds. Bird-
ers soon recognized a distinc-
tive attribute of the life -list
that was easily expressed:
Show me yourlife-l i st ar
tell you where
day, we can meaningfully para-
phrase that attribute: Tell me
which corvids vy
and 1611 tell vy
in Colorado! Because the fami-
|l yé6s Latin name
ocorvidod serves
reference name for any crow,

tion,o0Corvids (Not
Colorado, 6 Kevin wi
what makes a bird a corvid,
then present 10 stories, one
for each member of the Crow
family in Colorado.
Since 1981, Kevin Cook, has
worked full time as a writer -
naturalist, a career that has
including writing, editing,
speaking, consulting, teach-
ing, and guiding, all of it in-
volving Coloradods
and wildlife.
To summarize his career,
Kevin says, O0When w

jay, magpie, or nutcracker. walk among the trees that |
Colorado ranks fourth among Gray Jay photo by Dennis Thiers. might engage the birds and
all states regarding diversity of wildflowers that | might learn
resident corvids, and each of our 10 species represents about them to enrich the lives of others. When relaxing,
a unique yet connected story of discovery, ecology, and | walk among the trees that | might engage the birds
geography. Pick a place in Colorado and that place will and wildflowers to enrich my ov

support its own set of corvid species. In his presenta-

FCAS welcomes new National Audubon Society members by sending one complimentary
copy of our newsletter. Join us at our monthly programs on the second Thursday of the month to find out more
about FCAS. Nati onal dues do not cover the cost of printi
receiving it, please support your local chapter and subscribe. See details on the last page of the newsletter or on
our website at www.fortcollinsaudubon.org .
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| 6ve heard it said that omay kartl i @cel liinnd nAledwelsdn nYo dii an
is an English translation of ganizationisdedicatedtopractic@ng indusian, | 6 ve al
heard that the Chinese word for crisis is composed of two making our programs as accessible as possible to
characters: one representing danger and the other repre- all, and adopting organizational practices that
senting opportunity. Well, we sure do live in interesting actively promote inclusion and equity.
times. We are in the greatest public health and economic OFCAS does not and shall no
crises of my lifetime, with massive social unrest thrown in. the basis of ability status, age, citizenship, color,
Times are indeed tough, but we are not cursed and FCAS disability, family/parental status, gender identity
is trying to find opportunities in the current crises. and expression, marital status, military status,
First, regarding the danger of COVID, | regret to an- national or ethnic origin, political beliefs, preg-
nounce that the Board of Directors decided to cancel allin -  nancy, race, religion, gender, sexual orientation,
person meetings of our membership through the end of the or veteranf6s status in any o
year. Fortunately, we have the opportunity to meet virtu- ing, but not limited to: field trips, Christmas bird
ally via Zoom. I understand tdowunts, andiother RCAS sponsored dventg, es weklb n & t
work well for some members, and they are no substitute as on the FCAS website and social media ac-
for the social portion of our in -person meetings. But there counts. 6
are indications from Audubon chapters around the country We are a society, and | hope all our members
that people are tuning in to virtual meetings  dso that goes will embrace this policy statement and help us
in the plus column. It also means we can invite experts live up to it.
from outside of our region to speak to you at chapter meet-
ings, which we hope to do at least once later this Fall. A N z N “
gSecondly, regarding the danger of social upheaval, | am I St LJ { K LIS uKs C dzu
excited and proud to announce that your Board of Direc- )
tors, led by Director -at-Large Alan Godwin, has seized the At our annual meeting in January 2021, the
opportunity to adopt the following long  -overdue Policy members present will elect five officers
Statement on Diversity, Equity, and Inclusion: (President, President -Elect, Vice -President,

Treasurer, and Secretary) and up to six Directors -
at-Large. The President serves a two -year term,
starting immediately after the January meeting.

FCAS CONTACTS

President All other positions serve one -year terms.
John Shenot The first step is to create a Nominating Com-
y n-595-M c c ¢ mittee. This committee identifies and nominates
johnshenot@gmail.com a slate of candidates for all elected positions, and
Vice President assists in identifying members to be appointed as
Liz Pruessner chairs of our various committees.
~ 970-484-4371 We need three volunteers as soon as possible to
[y U@ e sizizze L serve on the Nominating Committee. The more

Josse Meschioviz s msbnt donst hesitate ta v
Imesch852@gmail.com thistaskobut dondt hesitate to v

970-686-1424 you moved here yesterday. The current board
Field Trip Coordinator members will do everything possible to make sure
Sirena Brownlee the Nominating Committee succeeds.
sirena.brownlee@hdrinc.com If anyone reading this is potentially interested
970-669-8095 in a position on the Board of Directors, please
Membership Chair contact me or another board
Harry Rose

your name with the Nominating Committee. You
dondét need to be an expert i
non-profit management, or anything else to serve

970-430-6731
hlrose @toadaway.net
Newsletter Editor

Carol Jones on the board. In fact, this could be a good resume
970-481-5213 builder for someone still in school or just starting
cjones@cowisp.net their career. The time commitment rarely exceeds
For other FCAS contacts visit 10 hours per month for most board members,
www.fortcollinsaudubon.org though more time may be required for some posi-
Visit us on Facebook: tions like President and Treasurer.

https://www.facebook.com/FortCollinsAudubonSociety
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0The price of apathy towards publoPlato affairs is to be rul
0To announce that there shall be no criticism of the pre

wrong, it is not only unpatriotic and servil edfTheddard i s mor
Roosevelt
{1t dtea2y F2NJ GKS [FIYR FYR 21 GSNJI/
In 1958, increasing awareness of public health and level of N -—— P
environmental issues, and an expanding need for recre-  funding 'E i "y
ational space combined into a bipartisan mandate cre- was raised
ating the Outdoor Recreation Resources Review Com- to $200 G © N -
mission (ORRRC). After three years of research, the million a I 3 . .
commission developed five specific recommendations year for :
for a national recreation program. Their fifth recom- five years,
mendation laid the groundwork for the establishment beginning
of o06a federal funding progrimledt o
states that would stimulate and assist them to meet making
new demands for outdoor recreation and to pay for ad- OCS reve-

ditions to the federal

The Kennedy Administration introduced funding leg-
islation in 1962, but no action was taken in that Con-
gress. In February 1963,
President Kennedy again
proposed legislation that
g would establish a "Land and

® Water Conservation Fund
g (LWCF)" to assist states in
planning, acquisition, and

evelopment of recreation
A resources, and to finance
B new federal recreation
lands. With strong biparti-
san support in both houses
of Congress, the bill was
) passed and signed into law
n September 1964. The Act
established a funding source
for both federal acquisition
of park and recreation
lands, and matching grants
to state and local govern-
ments for recreation plan-
ning, acquisition, and devel-
opment. It set requirements for state planning and pro-
vided a formula for allocating annual LWCF appropria-
tions to the states and territories.

Initially, three sources of revenue were designated:
proceeds from sales of surplus federal real property,
motorboat fuel taxes, and fees for recreation use of fed-
eral lands. The level of funding from 1966 through 1968
reached about $100 million per year, which was far
short of Congress' expectations. To remedy this short-
fall, it was proposed that Outer Continental shelf
(OCS) mineral leasing receipts be tapped. In 1968 the

At 2,300 vertical feet, the
Painted Wall in the Black
Canyon of the Gunnison is

the highest cliff in Colorado.
Photo by Bill Miller.

£

r e ¢ rnaes available toesvdr the differénce between this min-

imum level and receipts from other sources. In 1970 the
funding level was raised again to $300 million annually
from 1971 through 1989. In 1976, the LWCF Act was
amended to state that not less than 40% of the appro-
priations from the fund were to be available for federal
purposes. The remaining appropriations after the fed-
eral withdrawal were for states that could come up

with the requisite matching funds. When states could
not come up with the matching funds, additional fund-
ing was provided to the federal agencies for acquisition
purposes. In June 1977, the funding level was once
again raised to its current level of $900 million for 1978
and subsequent years.

The LWCF was permanently reauthorized as part of
the bipartisan John D. Dingell, Jr. Conservation, Man-
agement, and Recreation Act , signed into law in March
2019. It requires at least 40% of funds to be used by
federal agencies and at least 40% to be allocated to the
states. The Dingell Act , however, did not provide per-
manent funding for the LWCF, merely permanent au-
thorization.

The Great American Outdoors Act was introduced in
the House of Representatives by John Lewis (D -GA) in
March 2019. After inserting amendments, Senator
Cory Gardner (RACO) reintroduced the bill in the U.S.
Senate in March 2020, during the 116th United States
Congress. The bill passed the Senate on June 17 by a
vote of 73025, and by 3106107 in the House on July 22.

Considered bipartisan in nature for the 116th Con-
gress, the bill attracted 59 co -sponsors, both Democrats
and Republicans. President Trump initially was op-
posed to the LWCF but, after being shown an impres-
sive picture of land within  Black Canyon of the Gun-
nison National Park protected by LWCF funds, ex-
pressed a willingness to sign the act.
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One of my favorite birds is the quirky yet elegant first night was
American Avocet (AA). Its breeding plumage colors and the worst night.
patterns look as if they were created by an avian graph- After that,
ic designer. Its bill is extremely long and thin, and has whenever |
an upturn at its ends. Its legs are long and slim. It is coul dnét
the chic
count how many
legs mom had.
They would seek
her out and dive
under her wings
and brood. The
only thing visi-
ble was their
legs. The chicks
would come to
mom to brood,;
never to dad.
Sometimes you
just need your
IBEVEZS mother.

Avocet chicks by Richard Herrington. 0The parents Flying with mom
(often the male) by Richard Herrington.

the worl dés only avocet wi tdiigedtlychdasednct basi c and alternate
plumages. In winter, the basic plumage shows a gray off potential predators; Herons, Egrets, Osprey, Tur-
head and neck, while spring keys, Sandpipers, Rails,
breeding adults have rusty Ducks, Killdeer, and peo-
cinnamon on the head and ple. Every day brought a
neck. They mostly feed on wa- new threat. There was
ter insects and crustaceans. another AA family, but
American Avocets also seem this pair wouldno
to have an instinctive inner other chicks in their pond &
choreographer; | have wit- all four parents faced off
nessed the AAs performing a and a knock down fight
dashing syncopated celebrato- ensued over whose kids
ry dance after mating. Fortu- could play in the neighbor-
nately, AAs also engaged the hood pond.
interest of Richard Herring- 00One day pestici
ton, a dedicated local photog- crews came; | pointed out
rapher who journaled their the Avocet, Sandpiper,
story from courtship to and Killdeer nests and
parenthood to fledging their Avocet parents in disagreement by Richard Herrington. asked they not drive over
chicks. them. They didnot.

Richard Herrington wrote in his journal: 0 Ma ny chicks were growing up fast, but their pond was drying
mornings | go out around s uupevensfaster. Aftel 33alay$, helfinstdchick desv @ fewl
escape watching a pair of AAs hatch, raise, and fledge feet, then 50 feet. On day 35 their pond dried up. They
their three chicks. | have observed two other nesting all managed to fly to a new pond a couple hundred
pair; both lost their chicks after only 3 85 days. Now, to  yards away done chick still a little unsure about the
see these chicks fly is almost as exciting for me as for move. At 36 days they were all following mom flying in
their parents. huge arcs across the sky. The final morning, with the

0The chicks hatched on Junreddawn beninddthemy,¢waeched momendiher thred y
hit with a thunderstorm and 60 mph wind gusts. Their chicks flying high. Then they
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